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the sun, in the sky and what is beyond the sky,
trying name after name to comprehend it, calling it
thunderer, bringer of light, wielder of the thunder-
bolt, giver of rain, bestower of food and life; and,
after a time, speaking of it as maker, ruler, and
preserver, king and father, lord of lords, god of gods,
cause of causes, the Eternal, the Unknown, the Un-
knowable. All this we shall see in at least one great
evolution of religious thought, preserved to us in the
ancient literature of India.

There are many other historical evolutions, in
other countries, each leading to its own goal. No-
thing can be more different than the evolution of the
consciousness of the Infinite or the Divine among
Aryan, Semitic, and Turanian races. To some the
infinite first revealed itself, as to the Vedic poets, in
certain visions of nature. Others were startled by
its presence in the abyss of their own hearts. There
were whole tribes to whom the earliest intimation of
the infinite came from the birth of a child, or from
the death of a friend; and whose idea of beings more
than human was derived from the memory of those
whom they had loved or feared in life. The sense of
duty, which in ancient times had always a religious
character, seems in some cases to have sprung from
that feeling of burning shame which was none the
less real because it could not be accounted for; while
other tribes became conscious of law by witnessing
the order in nature, which even the gods could not
transgress. And love, without which no true religion
can live, while in some hearts it bursts forth as a
sudden warmth kindled by the glances of the morn-
ing light, was roused in others by that deep sympathy